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ITS! THE CLAIMS 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1 .121(c), this listing of the claims, including the text of the claims, 



will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims, in the application. 
Amend claims 21,41, 42 and 55, as follows: 



2 com prising: 

3 . v<rtHv with » nrinci r ' * to confront a recording surface of a recording 



nrincip -1 Win, » lead portion and ar^ar portion said lead portioning 

^ np^unn frorr ~" — r«««n relative n rotational direction of nnyrccordingmediurn 
hv .aid ~" i™* ™rtinn having a front edge, said rear portion having a rear, 

^ « a iH front ed«r- toother defining boundaries of said principal surface 

in a in yipitudiP ^i direction of said slider body; and 

, 0 ^ nga stive r-— 

^ ^^nn of r-" r 8 " ^ - facea "^ resnectivelYtermins tin r at a first rear termination 
^ r ^ — Nation t<, f n r m milhy terminal ends of said native pressure cavity 
^ «™ -id rear wriS^ ni on. of <nid not more than t wo separate air bearing 
reforms indoo r ■ eonti^ions with one of said boundaries; 

n! ,.„, ... nf said firs- ~ r — ™ d ™ d ^ rOT,d reW te ^ nati °" 
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„ with said rear edge, disposed upstream of said rear edge relative to said rotational 

18 direction of said recording medium. 

, -r> Th, native r ~«™ Shearin g according to claim 21 , further comprising; 

2 a pn p disposed within said U -shaped air bearing platform, 



ox The "egativ* pressure air b aring slider according to claim 22, wherein: 
2 said gap 



l 

„rid ga n is centered with reject to a longitudinal axis of said slider bod y. 



t 74 The negati ve pressure air hearin g slider according to claim 22, wherein: 

2 1flf d pa p is off-ce r ^d with respect to a longitudinal axis of said slider body. 

, (Amended n ative nre SS > ™ cw hiring slider according to claim 21, farmer 

2 comprising: 

, a messed step d i^ pnsed within ".shaped air bearing platform. 



1 
2 

1 
2 



9fi The negate p™«*nre air b* ™n p slider according to claim 25, wherein: 

reused step entered with respect to a longitudinal axis of said slider body. 

97 Theneeati ™ pressure airb ™™ P slider according to claim 25, wherein: 
Ba <A messed steo « > Entered with respect to a longitudinal axis of said slider bod^ 
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, 28; The negative pressure air hearing sli d er according to claim 21, farther comprising: 

2 a first front air bearing platform: and 

3 a second front air be aring platform: 
ga j d first and said ^r.nnd front ai r hearing nlatforms being disposed op opposite sides of 

pqjrf princi pal surface svp^etricallv abou t a longi t udinal a xis of said slider body, said first and 

front air bearing platforms being disposed upstream of said U-shaped air bearing , 

platfo rm relative t» a rotationa l direction of said recording medium. 



1 

2 
3 
4 



29. The negative pressure air hearing f»1ider according to claim 28, wherein ; 
a ta ppreri" surface portion is inten d ed between said front edge and each of said first and, 
»;a front air bearip p platforms, the tapered surface portion tapering from each air 

hearin g surface toward said fr ont edge of said slider body, 

, m The negative pressure air hiring slide r wording to claim 21, further comprising: 

2 „ rea r air bearing atfoiroaccoi n iWating 

3 r i at f n ^h e in gS0 8~HHnwn g t re ^ 

4 HWHonofsaidrec^Hin pmedmm. an d heingcentere d with respect to alongitudinal axis ofsaid 

5 slider body. 
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14 
15 



3 1 . ( Amende A negativ e pressure air hearing slider, comprising: 



l 

2 a princi pal surfed defining a fi rst plane tangen tial to a first direction; 

r M principal snrfac- h^n p a lead portion and a rear portion, said lead portion, heing 
rr ^ „ r t,~,m from .aid rear portion rela tive tQ said first direction, said lead portion ^ving 
r ^ ^ r ^ re,r portion h^ n p - «t edge, said front edge and said rear edge together 
^*^P i^mdinal bound *™* nf said principal snrfape jn said first diyegtion; and 

g Tip ped air be »™p platform ha vinr a plurality of air hearing surfaces embracing a 



3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

g r» a |nritv of said nri ^ 1 ""rounding » ***** ptW cayitV und defining a 

9 , H r 1 a ne ta n g en ^f ^n ga ^fir S tdirection smdU-shapedairhearinpplatfoTmcoTTiprisin^pt 

10 — twn ^ r> WW reforms each extending from said l.ad portion rearwardly 
„ ^ g „id rear nor*™ res pectively terminating at a first rear termination and a second rear 
12 ^^^..tleast — ^^^nntmorethan two septate air bearinp platforms extending frpm 

j 3 an edge of nne of sai d hnundaries: 

a * wt of a airfa^ between sa id first rear termination and said rear edge and a 
■n-fi.^ i-t^n ..id second -r «~nrin*,«n anri said rear edge bei p p in said first plane , 



j 19 The negative pressure air b ^ rino slider according to claim , ^1 wherein said U- 

2 sha ped air be »rin P platform farther comprises: 

3 , ^ „,« portio n ^ Penerallvlaterally across said principal surface. 

x « u.^m T-^ baring slider according tftclnim T> further cornpri sing: 
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^ ga p dispose within sa ^ «™» portion. 

M The negati™ r ™gsme air b~»"" P Airier according to claim 33, whereim 
n iA ra p i* r,e,nte~* ™* *~ f*** to n longitudinal axis of said , slider body. 



, ^ The negativ e r » g ^re air borin p slider according to rlnim 13, wherein: 

2 i. ofF-cen t ^ ^nactto a longitudinal axis of said slider body. 



« ^ pressure ~ ^no slider according to claim ?2, farther comprising: 

2 §j 



i 

■ rP^ssed step dis posed with- «»™ <*9** ™i1 portion. 



, ?7 The negative r ™s«me * ir beg ""? P ti<W accor(1mP tn clflin> 36 ^ wherein: 

„,^d sten is ^ respect to » longitudinal axis of said slider body. 

, The nepative p~°°"" «r hearing slider according to claim 36, wherein: 

^ ^ «ten is o ~ — * with resnectto n loppin.dinal axis of said slider body. 

t «, ( The ~rrt W r™""> a * hpariT1ty stider accor<1inp to c1ai ™ 31, 

2 com prising: 

3 a first front air hearing platform; and 

4 a second fro nt nir hearing platform; 
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5 
6 

7 secj 



cid first and sai d «*™nd front airb «»™f platforms being disposed on opposite end? Qf 
- ni / r ^^; r i .vmmetric- ii Y ^ « longitudinal axis of said slider body, said first and 

front air heari -r r 1 -*"™ he " g ° f ™ d air beftri " R . 

8 platform relative to said first direction. 

, 40 The negativ e pressure air bearin p slider according to claim 39, wherein: 

2 . snrface « -h™ is intemosed between said from ed F e and each of said first and . 

3 c^nH front ^ wt™ nlatforms the tapered surface portion tapew from each , air , 

4 K^rin p surface toward said ft™ * *d P e of said slider body. 

1 at (Amended^ TV m otive pressu re air hearing slider arcordin p to claim 31, further 

2 com prising: 

3 a ^ a irWin g nl e^^^^ 
rlltfrn , ^ ^wnstream of ^ TT-shaped air bearinr platform relative to said first 

fcrfn, centered ™* ^ to » Witlininal WW of H»M slider body. 



4 



, 49 f Amended^ A n ative nre s ^™ a ir hearing slider, comprising: 

, having a body ■ P™™a1 ^rf.re disposed to confront a recording surface 

3 «f , ^nin. medium ~" r""*" 1 ^fare havin. a lead portion and a rear portion, said lead 

4 ^ K.ina snaced u p — ™* nortion relative to a rotational direction of any 

5 , no meninm co n*™*-* Kv ..id slider with „ longitudinal axis of said slider extending , 
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u^,— mi A W portion and v ** ™r portion defining a longitudinal direction of paid slider 

w, ^ ■ ™r edpe. said ™d said rear edre together defininp boundaries of 

cai A princi pal surface in ™M lon pitudinal direction pf said slider, and 

. TT_«r. a p «d air heari -p r 1 "*"™ defio ™ p w negative prPSS " rP ™ VitY °" 
„ 1irf ^ aaiA t T.^ pgH air heari » r ^ cornnrisin P not more than two separate air bearing 
r ,-^. -.k -tuning rearw ard toward said year portion of said principal surface *"d 

13 ^.rrivriv forminr ■ w b e arin e surface terminating in a first side wall portion and 

14 ^in p ■ ^ ,ir win , ^rface terminate in a second «dr wt.11 portion at least one of 
. * m t W o senarate air bparinP platf orms inchinin P a sidewall extending from one 

- f ...a u^A ^n with said nlatform comprising an archly shaped fropt wall 

nrirn ^ .—a r #A W nnrtion at least one of said not piore than two separate air bearing 
platforms exten di ^ from an edge of on e o f said boundaries , 

ai f Am ^dPd-> The ~ r*™ ™™sure air hearinp slider a crorriin p to claim 42, further 
r ^i,w a gar, diso o ^ within said 1 T-shaped platform. 

aa Th. native nr — faring slider adding to claim 41 wherein said gap is 
^oroA with resnect to ™d longitudinal flxis of said slider body. 

a* Th« negative nre p— ^ according to claim 41 wherein said gap is 
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2 off-centered with respec t to said longitudinal axis, 

1 46 (Amended^ The negative p ressure air bearing slider according to claim 42, further, 

2 u prising a r^ssed step di ^ed within said T J-shaped platform. 

, A1 Th en e g ativeprp g *,re a irhe^ ^ 

2 ste p is centered with respec t to said longitudinal axis. 



ar Thgne p a tivepres ™~*irh^ 
fl« p nff-cantered w ith respect to ?*™ Innpirudinal axis. 

AO ThR negative P r«*«»r* air hearin g *1^er according to claim 42, farther comprises; 
a first front air hearing platform: and 
a igftnnnd front air b aring platform: 

4 , »iH fW and said °~™d faint air be*** ? platforms being disposed on opposite sides of 

5 ,„m prinrinal ^ metrically about said longit udinal Hxis of said slider body, said first 
nH w air hiring n )^ hrin, disposed upstream of said TT-shaped air bearing 
r Wfr ,rm relative to said rotational direction. 



6 



Th* native ore™™ n ir hiring .Hd«r according to claim 49, further comprised of: 

2 atai 
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.nrface port™ interposed between said front, edge and each of said fiyst and 
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«m ^nd front ™ wi, f reforms the tapered surface portion taperiup from each air 
hearin g surface toward said front edge of said slider body. 

si ( Amended^ Ty restive nr e ss"™ " r hearing s1ider a^dinp to claim 42, farther 
^p^ina , rear ai ^ reform accommodate mountinp of ■» M^sdncer, «id rear air 

^■ritfefmb^ r rf downstream of said U-shaped airh e armpplatform relatjveto said 
^H^-l direct s ^ ™ordin P medium, and beinp centered with reject to said 
longitudinal axis of said slider body. 



, S9 fAmended^ A n.p^ive pressure airbearingslide rhavinpanepativepressurecavitY, 

2 comprising! 

. Knrlir with * nrincitH ^ce dispos e d *n ™ntront a recording surface of a recording 
mr M— .^ m rface bav in- a lead po rti o n separate^ from a rear portion by a centra^ 

muiA w r n^on and S aid rnrrimiW snared stream from said rear portion 

*~ . ^,1 direction o* QTi y ^in« medium confronted by said s)ider, said lead 
pn ^ ,„^ r . f ^t .d„e .aid rear portion having a rear ed r e said front ed^ and said rm 
^ r ^w^Whn.ndarie. ~f i ^di™! sides of said principal surface in a longitudinal 

9 direction of said slider hodv: and 

. r wiit ynf m^mtelv sh T ~* -™ h***" ^ ends e*tendin P from opposite ones 
rt^A .ide. enrvin e in w ardly acr oss said central portion of said principal surface , 

Hth T .,„ nf ^ ^-.1 filing ends of said arm s tpgether forminp a TT-shaped air bearing 

-14- 
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13 r i .h^ hetn— ~m hnnndaries to separate a negatjy e pressure cavity defined fry said 

)4 — ^ nrindnd *™ Varies lea,t one of said a r ms exuding from an. 

l5 ftd ^e of one of Raid bo undaries; 

, Mmt .t wiH »f „t let — »™* formic " terminal en4 wholly within *aid central 

, 7 portion and sp«™d.anart ft ™" « ai d, r«*r "ortion. 

« tv>p. ^ «r - T - *""™ g " f ^ rthPr prising 3 cros^ail 

2 r ^ »f gai H n 1* fr- orally laterally across .aid principal surface and 

3 fnnnecttng sb M proximal facing ends. 

, ^ Tho n ative nre — r f* s ^ " f ^ ^ T 

2 adj oining ftnundaries. 



3 



9 



10 



55 



4 com prising: 

n u^. . pri^rin,! tfir * T™ 1 «" ^ frogt 1 "™ ntiflF wftBB ° f areCOfdinS 
1i„,n -niri T f ^ a fl ™ ^ ^ * * ^ 



5 
6 

, r~« m said lead n n rtiT -~1 -H ' ™™ ™ rrA "P""*" 11 rearly ' tH '" 1 

., Hn fr" • J ir"f-T T1 - f n^thm, confronted bv 



„ ■ ^ ,-,, „■ . ^ rf » -M r. . rH nn lrM* . < r-Pr «I- »M front *W nrt MM 
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u direction of said slider bodv: and 

. Polit y nf arcuatel y »™« embracing a majority of said principal surface and 

Mrh hT ^ r M ^ ^ Ending from opposite ones ofiiid Icmyitiidiniil side, anmately 
in „,^i Y oa id princinal r "*™ ™* imaced-tmnrt proximal facing ends of said arms 

tnrrttrr ^;- r , TT, g ^ f ^ .irb earin, platform looted between said boundaries to separate 
16 - ^ ^ car .aid arms on said principal surface from said rjpundaries ; 

- .nd nft leas t **** ^ S formin* a terminal end wholly within said central 

lg portion and stt ^ftd-apart from said rear portion. 



12 
13 
14 
15 



t 



2 



c . Tt „.^ r w r re SS »r p^^^^HderofHRim SS, further comprising »cros 9 -rail 
nrutinn , f ... ^ndin g pn.rn.11v late rally acro^ said principal surface and 

rnnnecting s aid proximal facing ends, 

c? tu-^Hv, prepare ^ K^o slider of claim 5S. further comprising said arms , 
Kmyterin p said lor fyrndpal sides. 

gQ a Mrrtw r msure airh -^ f> having a negative, pressure cavity, comprising : 
- w y n nrincio r ' *™™d to confront a recording surface of a recording 

8 n ^ .-M -Winal r~"" ■ ^ from a rear portion by a central 

9 tf* ^ r^tin- and sa i l r mtrnl por tion hcin, , pac,nd upstreamfrom said rear portion 

10 t» , rational direction_o£a ny recording mediu m confronted by said slider, said lead 



4 

5 

6 
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p ^ . frnnt ^ said rear portion ha ving a rear ed P e, mi front ed P e and said rear 

rr1r H«fi«in«r hmnui a^ nf inn^tadinal edres of saj<l principal surface in a 

)nn p^^ of said sl ider body, said central portion being formed by opposite 

l^npitnUttll,! sides CUrvi^ r * CTt > SS ° f 

1lith r o*irnal faci^ r ™da of said arms toother formin R a TT-shaped air bparinfi 

p l^^ h^tween sai d i™md«rie», to separate a ncffrti ve pre ssure c qvity defined by said 

arm* on said principal surface fr»™ *™d boundaries; 

.« nn, of .aid dirt Pi *™ih»« a termini end wholly within said central portion 

2i and s paced-apart from sft id rear portion. 



u 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 



1 
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3 

I 



so Th. native ^ ™ hearin g nfrJaim 58. further comprising a cross-rail 
r ,| nn nf said «^niBn. generally later all y across ^jd principal surface and 

connecting said proxim al facing ends. 

f n ti., air '"^ dmm 58 farther comprising said arms 



2 ad joining said longitudin al edges. 
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